Applying Understanding by Design: 

Developing Standards-Based Curriculum (Units of Study/Lessons) & Planning Standards-Based Assessments
1. Identify learning outcomes – Which standards/performance indicators will be addressed?

2. “Unpack standards – what are the Big Ideas/Enduring Understandings?
· Core concepts, principles, theories, & processes?

· What serves to organize important facts, skills, or actions?

· What will transfer to other contexts?

· What requires “uncoverage” – what are the abstract/complex ideas that require genuine insight?
3. Turn understandings into essential questions. Essential questions:  

· Have no simple right answers

· Are designed to sustain student inquiry and raise more questions.

· Stimulate thinking and deeper understanding.

· Often address philosophical or conceptual foundations of the discipline.
· Foster transfer of learning.
4. “Unpack standards” – what is the content knowledge & skills focus?

5. Identify assessment tasks and criteria for assessment – formative and summative

6. Build learning activities – create lesson plans

	Unit or Topic:
	Course/Subject:

Grade Level:

	Established Goals

1. Identify learning outcomes – Content standards - to be addressed


	Students will understand that…

2. “Unpack standards” – what are the enduring understandings?
	Essential Questions to Guide Learning & Inquiry

3. Turn understandings into essential questions

	Students will know…

4a. “Unpack standards” – what is the content knowledge focus?

	Students will be able to …

4b. “Unpack standards” – what are the skills?

	Assessment Evidence

	Performance Task

5a. Describe assessment task(s)
	Other Assessment Evidence

5b. Describe formative/on-going assessments/other summative assessments


	Key Criteria for Performance Assessment

5a. Describe criteria for assessment task(s)

	Key Criteria for Other Assessments

5b. Describe criteria for other assessments 

	Possible Accommodations - for Performance Assessment
	Possible Accommodations for Other Assessments

	Learning Plan

6. Develop a series of lessons/learning activities


Content Standards for _______________________

	Unit or Topic: 
	Course/Subject: 

Grade Level: 

	Established Goals



	Students will understand that…


	Essential Questions to Guide Learning & Inquiry



	Students will know…


	Students will be able to …

 

	Assessment Evidence



	Performance Task – Group Task


	Other Assessment Evidence



	Key Criteria for Performance Assessment


	Key Criteria for Other Assessments



	Possible Accommodations – Performance task


	Possible Accommodations – other assessments

	Learning Plan
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